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Little Chestnuts Pre-school Newsletter — September 2026
Welcome back! We hope you all had a lovely summer holiday, and we can’t wait to hear about the children’s adventures and fun.
· This newsletter will be published on Tapestry under Memos and shared as a hard copy, as it contains important information. I have included term dates, fundraising events for this half term, and other key dates, so please read it carefully.
· Please make sure we have up-to-date contact details, including your address, phone numbers, email addresses, and the names of anyone authorised to collect your child. If anything changed over the summer, please email me so I can update our records: manager@littlechestnutspre-school.co.uk
· Drop-off will continue at 8.30am and 9am. Please wait in line and allow time for parents and staff to share any important information. Collection times are 12 noon, 1pm, 2pm, and 3pm. Please do not ring the bell, as we will open the door once all children going home are ready.
If you need to drop off or collect at a different time, please speak to Andrea or Louise to arrange this.
· If your child will not be attending pre-school due to illness, holiday, or another reason, please text the pre-school number with the reason and expected return date, as we must record all absences. If someone other than a parent will be collecting your child, please let us know by email or text. If we have not met them before, please also send a photo and a password.
· Afterschool club will continue to run, with collection times at 4.15pm and 5.15pm. Please collect on time so staff can clean and close the hall before other users arrive. Spaces are still available; please contact Andrea or  Louise  to book. The cost is £6.00 per hour during term time only.
· Fees, payments, and late collections: please ensure all payments are made on time and children are collected promptly. We have policies for both late payments and late collections, and charges will apply where necessary.
· Invoices are sent by email at the beginning of each half term and include a voluntary contribution of £20.00 per half term towards enrichment activities and consumables. Please visit our website for a breakdown of this contribution. If you would prefer not to pay it, or are unable to do so, please let Andrea know and your invoice will be adjusted.
If you are unable to pay fees on time or collect your child promptly, please speak to Andrea or Louise so we can agree a plan to support you.
· We will continue to use WhatsApp to share information about sessions, events, and fundraising. Please do not contact staff through social media, text, or face to face outside the setting. Asking questions about your child at parties or in the school playground can be uncomfortable for staff, so please keep questions for setting times or parent meetings. We are always happy to arrange a meeting or quick chat.
· The pre-school phone is monitored from 8am to 5.15pm Monday to Thursday, and from 8am to 3.30pm on Friday. We do not take the phone home in the evenings or at weekends. During holidays, we will check messages and emails once or twice and respond to any questions or requests.
· Additional or ad-hoc days must be booked at least one week in advance. Any extra hours will be added to your next half-term fees. Sessions cannot be swapped, but if you need to change your booked sessions permanently, please give at least two weeks’ notice.
· Unplanned closures: we never like to close the setting, but extreme weather, such as snow, floods, or heat, or a high number of staff absences may mean we have to close. I will contact all parents the night before, or no later than 7am on the day, to confirm any closure.
· If your child has been sick or is unwell, please keep them at home. Children with sickness or diarrhoea must stay home for 48 hours after their last episode. This helps prevent bugs from spreading and keeps the pre-school open.

That’s enough of the important information — now let’s look at what we have planned for this term!
Dance lessons will continue Tuesdays, and we will include cooking, yoga and sports sessions to our weekly plan.
Kaaren, Kelly, and Grace will take a group of children to outdoor learning on Friday mornings and, where possible, on Monday afternoons. These sessions will begin in a few weeks’ time to allow the children time to settle.
We will be outside as much as possible each day, so please ensure children wear suitable clothing and footwear. Please also provide a bag of spare clothes, a hat, and suncream if needed. As the weather gets cooler, children will need a coat.
Some of our themes for this term include:
Our holidays
Colours and shapes
Harvest
Halloween
Diwali
All about me
Winter
Christmas
Key working – we will be allocating a key person for each child during the first week back and we will message you who this will be.
We will continue to make observations and assessments for every child, which will be uploaded to Tapestry. Please add photos of your child’s days out, achievements, or experiences they have enjoyed so we can share these with them. You can speak to your key person at any time, and we will hold parent/carer meetings at the end of each term.
Our website will be updated each term, so please take a look for term dates, events, uniform supplier links, and other useful information.
Please share the link with friends and family who may be looking for a setting, or who know someone who is, as we still have spaces available. We would also be grateful if you could join our Facebook group and leave a review. Advertising Little Chestnuts can be tricky because of our location, but word of mouth and sharing our events have been the most effective ways to spread the word.
Little Chestnuts will be helping to run Steeple Bumpstead baby and toddler group on Tuesdays 9.30am-11.30am at Steeple Bumpstead village hall, so please pop along and join us. This is a lovely group and is well attended, a great way to meet other parents and we will be there for advice and support.
Welcome back, everyone — we look forward to seeing you all.
Andrea and the Little Chestnuts team xx
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